Letter 


Book Control 
Permit me to congratulate 
The Washington Post for pub- 
lishing Mr. Geoffrey Wolffs 
excellent article “Government 
Book Control” (Feb. 5). This 
is a superb example of Ameri- ; 
can journalism at its best. 

It’s hardly surprising that' 
government officials seek to 
minimize Mr. Wolffs disclo- 
sures. Whether book publish- 
ers “are as jealous of their 
independence (from the 
government) as are the news- 
paper publishers,” as a USIA 
executive contended on Feb- 
ruary 9, is very much open 
to question. There is a consid- 
erable amount ^ of disquieting 
evidence of interdependence 
rather than independence. 

Virtually every issue of 
Publishers’ Weekly contains 
articles about the extent to- 
which the affluence of :the 
book industry is dependent ; 

; upon Federal largesse: 

The Office of Education 
alone is providing $250 mil- 
lion for book purchases this 
year. 

The Defense Department is 
the book industry’s largest 
single customer. 

Innumerable books are 
directly or indirectly subsi- 
dized by Federal agencies in a 
variety of ways. 

Scores of books commis- 
sioned and “inspired” by the 
State Department, the AID, 
the Interior Department, and 
other agencies are privately 
published under arrangements 
which circumvent or violate 
Federal statutes. 

Some agencies have . secret 
contractual relationships with 
major publishing houses. 

Ownership of book publish- 
ing firms by government con- 
tractors like RCA and the In- 
ternational Telephone & Tele- 
graph Corp. leaves much to be 
desired all sorts of ways. 

The dependence of publish- 
ers on the government , has bea 
come so great that about # 
dozen leading houses have es- 
tablished offices in Washing- 
ton in the past year. 

In short, the realities and 
the potentialities of govern- 
ment book; control are far 
more extensive than is gen- 
erally realized. 
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